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SifMe: Hr. Eelormask

Proposal to Request Continuance of FII
Program in Oiher Acerican Teoublies

At the request of Asslstant Secretary Braden,
I am tranemitting thlis memorandum setting forth the
urgent intersst of the Department in continuation of
the work of the Legal Attachen in the other Amerioan
rgpublics, JR

As you know, these Attaches, together with stalfs
and eguipment, are malntained by the Federal Bureau of
Inventigation in our Aiplomatio missions in Latin
America, The progranm waa instltuted in 1942 at the
regquest of the Departnent and under directive of the
President®s delinmitation agreemnnt for the ccordination
of the GCoverament®s intelligence mrerviceg., DBecauas of
lack of funds, the Bureau ia cloging out the entire vro-
graz as of December ZL.

turing the war, the FBI through these Attaches
worked 1n closest cooperation with our Chiefs of Mig-
slon in Latin American in the interzsts of national
security. It is lmposeldle to asgeszz the contridbution
2o victory of any ipdividual or graup, but thers in no
doubt that of the FBI in thin field was vital, Thes oare-
fully prepared Axis bage of operations against the lUnlted
States wvas nullified; espilonage agents were identified; ™
thelr means of communigation ware sxposed... A _$otal of
7000 individuals, many of them key figures in’ the Guorman,
Italisn, and Japanese penstration of Latin America, vere
expelled from theepe republiecs. Inforoatlon furnlshed by
the FBI has bLeen deacribed am the largest eingle Tastor
in esatablighing the Proclalmed Ligt, our economis warlfare
arm in Latin Amerisan whieh deprived Germany of wvital
military materiale and paralyred the German holad on
governnents, busilnesges, and industriesa, Doocument after
document beare out this estimate of the effectivenens of
the FBI effort in the field.
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All of this activity, many phases of which ars
as vitally important today as at &any time during the
war, may atop. ’

Recall of the 166 agents, 99 clerks, and 17 radio
operators making up the FBI layout in Latin America, ap
contenmplated for the clese of the calendar year, wii1
serlougly cripple the Department'sz political and economis
intelligence Tasilitics at = tize we can 111 affora 1it,

It may be disastrous, In the rleld, it will deprive our
Chlefs of Klesion of highly trained officers and gy
developed equipment upon whioh they depend for investiga-
tions.of all kinds. In many cases it will deprive the
polioe agencles of the n«;zn Anerican republics them.:: .
selves of technical assislance and lialson without whioh
they may well find 1t impossible to keep anti-Amertiean
activitiep under eontrol. The removal of FHI radio
equipment will leave moat of ocur missions without means

of communicatlng with Waahlngton in event of disruption
of normal service. It %s belng called to our attention

by some geriously apprehensive Chiefs of Miggion that with
political uvcheaval pending thls danger in some places 1a
dally growing more acute.

Evidence of revivel of Gerzman influence in Argentina,
Chile, Brazil and eome other countrisg lg too plaln %o
ignore. There 13 gsrious denger that we may default our
hard-wecn aivantage in the mouthern part of the Hamigphere
by abruptly relaxing our efforts. Thip is a real nose
eldility. The battle lines were lald in this f{sld e~
fore Fearl Harbor and some of them will be strongly helad
for a long time to come. Our position in Argentina is
bardly more than a beachhesd. In Brazil, Gergan and )
other anti-demoeratio forces are naking a desperats Dla ..
to_salvage thelr pre-war econonic position, and with 1t -
political powsr. Thesq]ggc not the internal affsirs of. - ..
Latin American Tepublies., They are the aerléus conearn "
of the demoeratie world, :

The Cerman bid for domination of Latin America has
been specilacular but 1t has not been the only bid froa
cutside this Hemlsphere, Latin Amerisa llterally swsarms
with agentz and influsncea which from the standpoint of
mutual securiiy of the Americas bear the £lcsest watching
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&nd the moat competent professional analysls.
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Besfore the Legal Astachés sre withdrawn from this
area, the Decaritzent mist have supplanted them with ite
ownt competently trained mand aeasoned personnel. It ie
imhorgible to Ao this on short notice, tf at all.

Keither the Department nor any other btranch of the Covern-
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ment has the men or the Iagllities necessary to do thia Job.

The Chiafs of Mission in Latin Amerlea ars moutely
aware of the dangerous positlion in whlch withérawal of
the FBI will leave them., Moal of them have exvressed
themgelves vigorously, Aasklng the Depariment to spare
neg effaort to secure ihe coalinuvanee of the Drogram now
in operation,

I have been the Dapartment’s llalecn with FHI and
the Government's other intelligence agencies for five
years. In my experlence, no cocrdination has becn achleved
in the intellligence fieid tc compare with that of the
FBI and the Department of State in the figld of Latin
Amsrican intelligence. No Bureau men have gone to thelir
posts without spesific instructions from the Department
and thorough briefing. There haz never been a serious
complaint of enbarrassment ic thls Goverament abroad
that could be charged %o any sne of thess men. Their
record of cooperatlion iz unique,

It is tmperative that they be retained at their Jobs;r
It 18 the concensur in the Departzent and in the £1:1a

that their withdrawal would te foolhardy and might invite
the gravesi consequences.
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